Recommended routes to Skye

These are our preferred routes from the south.

Follow the M40 up to where it joins the M42, stay left and follow the signs for the toll road (£3.50 for cars but going up to £4.00? on the 1st Jan 07).

Stay on the toll road until it joins the M6 at-junction 11A, continue North past Carlisle and at J44 join the A74 (just keep going straight on) which becomes the M74 all the way to Glasgow.

Once you pass J5 look out for the signs for Stirling and Inverness, you exit left onto the M73, stay out of the left lane after you have joined the M73 as it takes you off to the M8 Glasgow central. There is a travel Inn here, to get to it leave the A74 as above and then bear left at where the main road goes around to the right, it is only a short way from here.

Follow the signs for Stirling and Inverness; you will join the A80 then the M80, and then the M9 North. This is where the Premier Travel Inn is.

*(see note below for scenic route)

Staying on the M9 you will pass Dunblane where the road becomes the A9, straight on and you will pass Pitlochry and Blair Atholl, (watch out for cameras along here).

A little after 25miles North of Pitlochry look out for signs to the A889 and Delwhinnie, this is a tiny village with a big distillery. Shortly after the turn off you will see a small garage on the left, which is a good fuel stop and loo! Also on the opposite side of the road about 50yards onwards is a hotel where coffee and food is available at very reasonable prices, you can also get a large cup to take away. 

Follow the A889 through some windy roads for about ten miles and you come to junction with the A86 where you turn left. Just before the junction on the right, is a pottery shop, together with a coffee shop and toilet facilities.

Stay on the A86 all the way to Spean Bridge, Delwhinne to Speen Bridge is about 38 miles and takes about 40 minutes. Look across Loch Laggon as you pass and you may see the castle like home used for Monarch of the Glenn.

At the first t-junction you come to in Spean Bridge you turn right. If you have time, you can divert left here and about twenty-five yards down the road is the Woollen Mills where clothing, traditional and modern can be purchased. You can also sample lots of Scotch or coffee and sticky buns. Off course there is also a loo.

Remember at the t-junction you turn right on A82 heading North towards Loch Lochy and Invergarry. You will pas the Commando Memorial on your left, which on a clear day has good views of Ben Nevis. 

About 15 miles North of Spean Bridge you enter Glengarry, look out for a sharp left turn just over a bridge which is the A87 and probably sign posted Kyle of Lochalsh.

You will now travel up over Glenn Garry with spectacular views, after about 15 miles you arrive at a t-junction where you turn left and remain on the A87. On your return trip remember to look out for this turn or you will head towards Inverness.

Just follow the A87 all the way to the Kyle of Lochalsh. You will pass the five sisters mountain range and on through a place called Dornie with an old looking Castle called Eileen Donan (circa 1932 although there was a castle here before that). Until the mid 1940s travellers had to catch a ferry here and cars went on to a rowing boat with two planks across it.  

Travel straight through Kyle of Lochalsh and over the Skye Bridge. It will have taken you getting on for two hours from Spean Bridge and our house is still a little over an hour away.

 Over the bridge you turn right at the roundabout (one of the two on Skye) and follow the A87.  You will pass through Broadford which has the only all night filling station. **You will pass through Sconser where the ferry leaves for the Island of Rassay and Rona.

***You will come to a place called Sligachan, this is a hotel and campsite, the Cuillin Hills are on your extreme left. Turn left over the little bridge and follow the A863 sign posted to Dunvegan. The road is windy in places but otherwise good. After about ten or twelve miles look out for a sign A850 turning right. This is a short cut over single-track road, ignore the left turn and you will come to a t-junction. Turn right onto the A850 and then after maybe four miles look out for the left turn onto the B 886. There are lots of brown information signs at this junction including one for Skye Skins.

Follow the road for about three and a half miles, on an S bend you will see a thatched Croft house on the left, you will see our house on the right as you start to leave the bend, welcome.

* If you have time you can take the route through Glen Coe and Fort William. To do this turn left onto the A84, which becomes the A85. Pass through Crianlarich where the road becomes the A82. This takes you over Rannoch Moor and down through Glen Coe. Stay on this road through Fort William and on to Spean Bridge where you pick up my directions again.

** Charles this is where your sister will need to catch the ferry on to Raasay, not sure how she gets on to the island of Rona but no doubt her friends will have explained.

*** Alternatively you can stay on the A87 to Portree, as you enter turn left at the junction signed A87 Uig. Then straight on at the roundabout (Co-op on your right) and after about five miles take the left turn on to the A850 signed Dunvegan. About ten miles further on look out for the right turn onto the B886 (with the brown signs including the Skye Skins. 

Our Phone number is 01470 592346.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

